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Raptors and Non-Lead Ammunition                                               by Dr. Peg Rooney 

Big game hunters who use lead bullets are contributing to the lead poisoning of eagles and other aerial 

scavengers. 

In 2014, the USFWS collected 168 dead bald eagles found in a refuge that stretches across IA, IL, WS 

and MN. The eagles were victims of lead poisoning. Eagles feed on piles of internal organs-"gut piles"- 

left behind by hunters processing deer, elk, antelope, etc. in the field. Colorado eagles are at risk as well. 

Most hunters are conservation-minded. If they learn about the effects lead ammunition has on our 

country's national symbol, they may take responsibility to switch to non-lead ammunition voluntarily. 

Non-Lead alternatives, like copper bullets, are comparably priced to lead (about $26/box for lead; $29/box 

for copper). Major ammunition manufacturers- Remington, Winchester, Barnes, Nosler, Federal, Hornady- 

all make non-lead ammunition. The website “huntingwithnonlead.org” states, "Non-lead bullets are 

extremely effective and prevent lethal collateral damage to wildlife".  

AVAS joins other wildlife enthusiasts in advocating for the use of non-lead ammunition for big game 

hunting. 

Mark your calendars (or phones) for the following upcoming events: AVAS program April 16th, 

2016 with Steve Linderer: "Dark Sky Communities in Colorado". 11 am at the Info Zone, 4th floor of the 

Rawlings Library, 100 W. Abriendo, Pueblo. Donations welcome. Field Trips: Chico Basin Ranch, 

Butterfly Count, Lake DeWeese (Aug 27 or? 28) Also, 4
th
 Saturday birdwalks will continue at the Nature 

Center in Pueblo.Trips are in planning phase so check www.socobirds.org for complete information as it 

becomes available.  

Nature and Raptor website www.natureandraptor.org will have information about Xeriscape Design & 

Plant Choice Workshop (April 16, space limited), Earth Day Dinner on April 22, River Cleanup on April 23, 

Outdoor Skills Day with CPW on April 30, NRCP Spring Plant Sale on May 1, Migratory Bird Treaty Act 

celebration, May 28. Finally, check www.hikeandlearn.org for activities at Pueblo Mountain Park. 
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