
Comments on Lake Pueblo State Park/SWA  

Revised Resource Management Plan 

 

The Sangre de Cristo Group of the Sierra Club, the Southeast Chapter of the Colorado Native 

Plant Society (CONPS), and the Arkansas Valley Audubon Society (AVAS) would like to 

encourage a proactive approach to natural resource conservation and restoration. We have some 

concerns about the encroachment of human activities into natural areas of the park. 

The park houses exceptional natural resources and has been designated an Important Bird Area 

(IBA). IBAs are a global initiative of Bird Life International implemented by the National 

Audubon Society. The IBA designation indicates that the park is recognized as globally 

important habitat for bird conservation. 

The park is home to irreplaceable natural and cultural resources, including rare native plants, 

some of which occur nowhere else in the United States; federally-protected Burrowing Owls and 

Golden and Bald eagles; species of state concern and their habitats, especially Yellow-billed 

Cuckoo, Blackneck Garter Snake, Northern Leopard Frog, and Triploid Checkered Whiptail (a 

lizard found only in southeastern Colorado); and ancient geological and archeological sites. 

As a united group of partners, we believe that birds and other wildlife, native plants, and their 

habitats should receive consideration and protection in the revised resource management plan. 

Habitat and species protection should come first in the management of both federally-owned and 

state-owned lands.  

To that end, the partners have identified three areas of concern and offer potential solutions: 

 

Trails (biking, hiking, horses) 

 Designate primary routes for mountain bikers, hikers, and horses in order to discourage 

“renegade routes.” These unauthorized trails cause soil displacement, spread of non-

native weeds, destruction of vegetation, disturbance of birds/wildlife, and destruction of 

habitat as well as dust and noise pollution. 

 

 Curtail trail use/construction/maintenance during critical bird and wildlife nesting and 

breeding seasons. Resources within CPW, the conservation partner organizations, and the 

Colorado Natural Areas Program (CNAP), among others, could provide guidance. 

 

 Maintain quiet areas for visitors who enjoy hiking, fishing, and watching birds and other 

wildlife in a peaceful setting. Silence is considered part of the outdoor recreational 

experience. 

 

 Document the locations of geological/archeological features and curtail trails that disturb 

these features. 

 



 Convene meetings with hiking, mountain biking and equestrian groups to identify 

common ground and develop solutions together. The state park management team could 

be the facilitator of these meetings. 

 

 Provide informational signage as well as digital and printed brochures, maps, and GPS 

coordinates that delineate areas of authorized activities. Block unauthorized areas with 

signs and natural barriers (large rocks, wooden crossbeams). 

 

 Develop an inspection/enforcement plan. Trail users could assist by educating their 

constituents and “self-policing.” The state park could consider selling an annual "bike 

pass". 

 

Habitat Fragmentation 

 Avoid habitat fragmentation and isolation of plant colonies to protect important plants 

and to encourage native plant species that support birds and other wildlife. 

 

 Protect the entire ecosystem, not just a single resource. 

 

 Engage in riparian restoration and planting; establish “no mow” zones, and discourage 

bike trails through riparian drainage areas. 

 

 Engage in prairie restoration and planting. 

 

 Actively survey and monitor plant and animal populations to support conservation and 

restoration of natural resources. For instance, a weekly bird survey for one year could be 

done as a citizen-science project that would also help support eco-tourism efforts. 

 

Environmental Education and Interpretation 

Create goals for the management plan in cooperation with non-profit conservation 

partners to: 

 

 Support environmental education efforts in area schools. 

 

 Support interpretation of natural and cultural resources within the park, using 

interpretive naturalists, educational programs aimed at park visitors and the 

community, and signage identifying and encouraging protection of natural and 

cultural resources.  

 

 Encourage responsible eco-tourism in the area. 

 



Environmental stewardship is an expectation the partners have for the Bureau of Reclamation. 

Any management plan should contain the mantra, “Don't disturb wildlife or rare plants; don't 

pollute the air or water; leave quiet areas intact.” 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the revised management plan for Lake Pueblo 

State Park/SWA. 
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