
Chico Basin Ranch 

As president of the Arkansas Valley Audubon Society (AVAS), I'm writing on behalf of 
600+ members to protest the removal of parcels of Chico Basin Ranch from 
the Stewardship Trust by the Colorado State Land Board. 

In 2008, Chico Basin was spoken of as "one of the Land Board's crown jewels"  with 
"scenic quality due to vast undisturbed prairie and distant vistas of the Rocky 
Mountains"; contains "carved signatures that date from as early as the turn of the 
century". 

Short-grass prairie is the most imperiled ecosystem in North America. In Colorado, 
almost 50% of the prairie has been converted to agriculture and development- the 
largest loss of any habitat. 

Prairie species living on Chico Basin Ranch include:  

Burrowing Owl- Listed as State Threatened 

 Mountain Plover- State Special Concern 

 Long-billed Curlew- Declining  

Black-tailed Prairie Dog- State Special Concern 

Swift Fox- State Special Concern 

 Ferruginous Hawk- State Special Concern  

Removal of 23, 983 acres of the Bohart-Chico Basin parcel, 4,468 acres of the Frost-
Chico Basin parcel and 33, 725 acres of Chico Basin Ranch effectively removes 
protection for these prairie species that live nowhere else. 

Wildlife watchers and birders contribute billions to the nation's economy, e.g. 47 
million birders; $107 billion industry; $13 billion in local, state and federal taxes.  And 
Chico Basin Ranch is a prime destination for these groups. 

Criteria for land designated into the Stewardship Trust says that land "will meet one 
or more of the five criteria": 

Criteria A. 2.  "Wildlife Habitat: Properties containing known occurrences or identified 
wildlife habitat for...statewide important animal species...listed as federal and/or 
state threatened or endangered, a Species of Special Concern..." These parcels of 
Chico Basin Ranch certainly meet this criteria as mentioned above.  



Criteria A. 3. "Beauty: Properties containing or in close proximity to lands of 
exceptional and/or unspoiled beauty".  Chico Basin Ranch is a sprawling landscape of 
rolling prairie with a fantastic view of Pikes Peak, hundreds of bird species and 
pronghorn herds. As a sign once stated, "Anyone can love the mountains, but it takes 
soul to love the prairie".  

The rationale for removal of these parcels because "they do not contain the highest 
natural values required by the Trust criteria" is a specious argument without grounds.  

Chico Basin Ranch has created an intact prairie landscape where birders, hikers, 
bikers and families can come and enjoy the vast open space and its resources. With 
the ever-sprawling Colorado Springs on the ranch's doorstep, it is imperative to keep 
Chico Basin intact- riparian, uplands and short-grass prairie. The ranch 
perpetuates our Western heritage while using modern conservation methods, 
garnering several awards in the bargain. 

Perhaps the biggest problem with protecting a prairie is people's inability to 
appreciate it- its vastness; its remoteness; its quiet complexity. 

On behalf of AVAS, I urge the Land Board to vote "no" on the recommendation to 
remove parcels of Chico Basin Ranch from the Stewardship Trust. 

  

Thank you. 

Dr. Peg Rooney 

President, Arkansas Valley Audubon Society (AVAS) 

 


